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Bold unchanged for a higher price. If the article is im-
proved in the meanwhile, the gain is but reward for the
additional labour; and even gain may be lawfully aimed
at when it is for some necessary or honourable purpose. He
meets the second objection by drawing a distinction between
buying cheap merely in order to sell dear, and buying cheap
and then for some oilier reason selling dear. This latter may
justly happen when the article has been improved mean-
while; or in cases where the price at some other place or
time happens to bo different; or because of the danger in-
curred in transferring the article from one place to another.
Elsewhere Aquinas distinctly recognizes a right to a higher
price on account of the labour of bringing an article to
another market. As to the prohibition to the clergy, it
does not follow from that that trade is sinful, for the clergy
ought to avoid what has even the appearance of evil.

We are now in a position to look at the teaching of
Aquinas as a whole. He clearly considers that in any
particular country or district there is for every article, at any
particular time, some one just price : that prices, accordingly,
should not vary with momentary ^ supply and demand, with
individual caprice, or skill in the chaffering of the market.
It is the moral duty of buyer and seller to try to arrive, as
nearly as possible, at this just price. Moreover, there are
for all articles proper measures and qualities, and these also
must be secured; and if the wares have any flaws or defects,
it is the duty of the vender to state them.

As to trade, though he hesitates at the exact point at
which the line is to be drawn, he clearly would draw a
line between licit and illicit. The distinction is rather one
depending on the motive of the trader: if he aims not so
much at gain, as at supplying himself and his family, or,
through himself, the poor, with the necessaries of life; or